
FLOWCHART: Process for animal-use activities in schools
Determine animal use via Categories of animal use activities

For all activities involving animals, schools are to:
• meet duty of care obligations for animals and ensure all aspects of animal-use activities are justified, ethical and respectful of animals
• have relevant and current permits or licence
• ensure staff are suitably qualified, and that students and others involved in activities have relevant knowledge, skills and/or experience and/or are 

supervised by suitably qualified mentors
• arrange alternate activities and/or reasonable adjustments to meet student needs
• make appropriate resources available to meet animal welfare needs
• implement controls to address health, safety, wellbeing and/or curriculum activity risks
• adhere to relevant legislation, departmental procedures, and follow current best practice for animal welfare.

Category 1 activities (very low impact) 

QSAEC approval not required and activity 
can occur. 

Category 2 or 3 activities (low impact or moderate to high impact)

QSAEC approval required before activity can occur. 

Report on animal-use activities, maintain school-based animal 
activity register, and participate in compliance audits.

Follow steps 1-5 of the Animal ethics approval process to apply for 
QSAEC approval and any activity modifications if applicable.

Set-up agistment agreement/s if applicable.

Conduct animal-use activities as per QSAEC approval. 

Category 4 activities (high impact) 

Such activities are unsuitable for students to 
conduct. 

QSAEC approval will not be granted.

Uncontrolled copy. Refer to the Department of Education Policy and Procedure Register at https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/pp/animals-in-queensland-state-schools-procedure to ensure you have the most current version of this document.

https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/animals-in-education/animal-use-activities-categories
https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/animals-in-education/QSAEC/record-keeping-and-reporting
https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculums/Documents/animal-activity-register-sample.pdf
https://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/stages-of-schooling/animals-in-education/ethics-approval-process
https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/pp/agistment-of-livestock-procedure
https://ppr.qed.qld.gov.au/pp/animals-in-queensland-state-schools-procedure
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